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The learning of a teacher-training student in experiencing individualized study support
for students with linguistic and cultural diversity

Mizuho HARA*®

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to clarify the characteristic learning effects of a teacher-training student who experienced providing
individual study support to elementary and junior high school students with linguistic and cultural diversity (CLD students) who
had difficulties in studying related to their first language, Japanese language and course work. For this purpose, I analyzed the
features of awareness formed through the supporting activities by PAC analysis. The result of analyses revealed that the
teacher-training student gave her full attention to each CLD student and longitudinally and continuously explored supportive
instruction and ways of learning according to CLD students’ individual abilities. This led her not only to grasp the actual
circumstances of CLD students and improve her teaching abilities in supporting CLD students, but also to become aware of class
management that respects each student’s individuality. Through this process her perspective shifted from that of providing after-
school individualized learning support minority students with linguistic and cultural diversity to that of supporting minority
students situated amongst the majority of students in regular class who are suffering in difficult situations for various reasons.
This suggests that a teacher-training student forms her own beliefs as a teacher through relating minority and majority students
and individualized and whole-class teaching complementarily and continually. Based on the above results, I propose that
individualized study support for CLD students as an opportunity for teaching practice should be positively adopted in teacher

training programs.
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