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Survey on Within-School Research Themes, their Sub-themes
and Research Areas of Upper-positioned Prefectures
and Lower-positioned Prefectures concerning “Our Kids Like Math”

Yoichi MATSUZAWA*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of three prefectures, namely Miyazaki, Aomori and Niigata. The
former two prefectures are ranked upper while the third prefecture is ranked lower concerning the area of “Our Kids Like
Math.” In the study, school research themes, their sub-themes as well as research area during the recent five years were
compared in order to obtain the implications for better within-school research themes which could lead to a higher proportion of
children kids who like math.

The results revealed that: 1) the mean rating of the keywords of school themes and their sub-themes including learning
motivation found in upper prefectures was significantly higher than in the lower-ranked one; 2) the most frequently found
number of research areas of the upper prefectures was one and the number of the keywords of the research area of*math” was
significantly higher; 3) the mean rating of the keywords found in Niigata Prefecture for these four years was significantly lower
than in the upper prefectures; and 4) the number of keywords in the area of math was significantly higher. This suggests that
including more key words concerning learning motivation and narrowing the area of research area continuously could be

effective to increase the proportion of children who like math.

* Teacher Professional Development



