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Observation on “photography” as an educational tool for art
—as a role to connect visual media and conventional art education—

Masashi NISHIZONO* « Toshio NISHIMURA **

ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the potential of visual media “photography” as a teaching material for art education of junior
high school, and to present a research on how “photography” has been treated in the field till now by tracing changes of school
textbooks and government guidelines for teaching. I firstly analyzed relation between media and quale (or universal quality)
using digital camera as expressive media with imitative words intervened at practical classes in junior high school. 1 then

» o«

showed that the following 3 points have played an important role in art education: “receptivity of quale,” “expression of
consciousness,” and “common cognition through language.” Furthermore, I indicated that the result mentioned above could have a
potential role in art education to combine visual media, which tends to be recognized as isolated in art education, with teaching
materials such as painting regularly adopted in art education. It was thus clarified that teaching material using “photography”
has an important role in expression of art, probably because relation between quale and language work on deep consciousness of
students. I think that quale, as universal power in changing society, will support art education and enable students to cross

borders of various things in thinking and being imaginative.

* The Joint Graduate School in Science of School Education, Hyogo University of Teacher Education (Ph.D.Program)
** Vice President, Joetsu University of Education



