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A Comparative Examination of Descriptions in Junior High School History
Textbooks in Japan and Korea from the Perspective of ESD:
Descriptions of the Ganghwa Island Incident

Satoshi KAMADA™ + Shinhe HEO**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to derive a guideline for the future practice of history education in Japan and for education
with respect to achieving mutual understanding between Japan and the Republic of Korea (hereafter "Korea”) through a
comparative examination from the perspective of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) on descriptions of the Ganghwa
Island Incident (the Unyogo Incident) found in history textbooks in junior high schools in Japan and Korea.

The study conducted a comparative examination from the perspective of ESD on descriptions of the Ganghwa Island
Incident (Unyogo Incident) found in history textbooks in junior high schools used in 2012 in Japan and Korea. As a result of the
examination, the following three points were found:

1 The Japanese textbooks describe the debate over the subjugation of Korea, Japan's putting pressure on Korea, and the
inequality of the Japan-Korea Treaty of Amity, in addition to the background involving the former style of diplomacy using
tsushinshi (diplomatic envoys). Illustrative materials that show the situation in Asia at the time and chronologies are also
provided.

2 The Korean textbooks devote a great deal of space to descriptions of differences between diplomacy by tsushinshi and thatby
the Meiji Government, the debate in Japan over the subjugation of Korea, and the historical background to the Unyogo Incident.

3 One difference noted between the textbooks in Japan and Korea is that the Korean textbooks describe internal trends for
reform in Korea at the time. From the perspective of ESD, textbooks both in Japan and Korea are expected to provide more
enriched descriptions and illustrative materials to inform readers of the relationship between the historical trends of the world

and the internal situation of the respective countries and the East Asian situation.

* School Education ** Hannam University



