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Children’s Forms of Learning in ECEC : Toward the Coonnectivity from
Pre-to Primary School with the Unification of Kindergarten and Nursery

Shiori SUMIYA™ « Takashi MUTO** « Mari [ZUMIL***

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses what can be the high-quality early childhood education in the contexts of connection between
preschool and elementary school educations, and the unification of kindergarten and nurseries. It discusses some specific
examples of the kindergarten attached to Joetsu University of Education. These educational practices enable the teachers
understand what 'implicit emergent learning’ is. Under both the environments and teachers that ensure children’s sense of
security, enrich their play, and lead them into the deeper thinking, they can devote themselves playing initiatively,
enthusiastically, and persistently with pleasure. Teachers’ words that support their motivation and represent their emotion, and
peers’ acceptance and encouragement of each other would supply their sense of security. Through the play under these
environments, children find the worth of their own play and increase confidence in their being. They will also find the pleasure
of playing in a cooperative way. They would realize the importance of cooperation, self-control, and rules by playing for pleasure

toward these emergent learning.
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