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On “the Flower of Secrecy”
—A Study of the Aesthetics of Japanese Traditional Arts—

Kyo TAMAMURA *

ABSTRACT

In this paper, we investigated the aesthetic concept “the Flower of Secrecy.” This term, which Zeami, the founder of the
Noh drama, used in his writing, has come to be known as one of the key concepts to elucidate the characteristics of the Japanese
traditional aesthetics. Careful investigation showed that this concept does not tell us what aesthetic beauty people appreciated,
nor whether a specific aesthetic quality suited to their taste or not; rather, Zecami wanted to realize (and theorize) how people
recognize phenomena aesthetically. He said our aesthetic experience is beyond the realm of language; that is, we cannot fully
express in words what we feel nor how we come to feel so. Thus, the aesthetic charm on stage (flower) should / must be kept

secret. The Flower of Secrecy is, though paradoxically, an appeal that never appeals.
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