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Comparative Analysis of Two-Branched Secondary School
Systems in Japan and Germany

Yoshihiro IMOTO*

ABSTRACT

This is a comparative study of the Japanese and Saxon secondary school systems. The purpose of this paper is to
present the character of the two-branched secondary school system as a post-single-track secondary school system. These
were analyzed from the viewpoint of inflation/deflation of communication media in the educational system. This viewpoint is
based on the social system theory described by N. Luhmann.

A summary of the analysis is as follows.

It is common in Japanese and Saxon two-branched system as a post-single-track system that unlike the pre-single-track
system, neither of the secondary schools is not to be connected with a specific functional system. In the two-branched
system as a post-single-track system, two types of secondary school are based on the same dimension that consists of the
binary code, better/worse. Because this code is the general code of the educational system, it shows high autonomy of the
educational system as the characteristic of the post-single-track system.

* School Education



