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Policy-making Process for Creating New Universities by Catching up
the “Planning” of Western Countries in 1960s

Atsumi OMAE*

ABSTRACT

Our concern is to consider the policy-making process for creating new universities suggested by the Central Council for
Education in Japan 1960s. Since the plan for training scientists and engineers in 1957, higher education policy had been
refined by catching up the “planning” of international organizations such as UNESCO and OECD, the Robbins Report in
England, the California Master Plan for Higher Education etc., in addition to the provision of information from the Ministry
of Education and the Economic Planning Agency.

The Central Council for Education had discussed the long-term planning for higher education with the beginning of
“Income Doubling Plan” in 1960. The final report about the improvement of university education in 1963 recommended the
creation of special council for educational planning. After the submission of master plan for the overall expansion and
improvement of school education in 1967, a prototype of long-term planning for higher education had been created in a draft
plan in 1970 before the final plan in 1971. At the same time, the discussion for creating a new university in Tsukuba had
been developped in former Tokyo University of Education, by introducing the “cluster college system” in University of
California, San Diego. The first new University of Tsukuba was established in 1973. However, the oil shock of this year had
modified the planning for higher education after 1976, in which new universities had been dealed with an exceptional model
in higher education system.

* School Education



