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The influence of a sense of community on the classroom climate

Ryoko KOSHI*

ABSTRACT

This study examined the influence of a sense of community in classes of junior high school students on the classroom
climate. Participants were 696 pupils from 21 junior high school classrooms. Several factors formed this sense of community:
attachment, reliance on others, active contribution, and self-determination (an attitude of deciding among themselves). The
results of the ANOVA demonstrated that, when the sense of community in the classroom was stronger, the classroom
climate was more positive and that the different factors interacted to affect the classroom climate. For instance, when
attachment was a stronger factor in the sense of community, the feel of the classroom climate was more positive. In addition,
the weaker the factor of reliance was, the more pronounced were the discipline and fairness in the classroom. These results
suggest that the sense of community in a classroom is effective in predicting classroom conditions.
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