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Sculpture Expression Combining Bronzes with Different
Materials using the Italian Method of Lost-wax Casting

Daisuke MATSUO*

ABSTRACT

This paper reports on a part of an experiment conducted by the author as a co-investigator in the “Study of new
sculpture expression by lost-wax casting (the Italian method)” project funded by a Grand-in-Aid for Scientific Research (no.
22520126) from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science.

Lost-wax casting, which has been widely used throughout the world from ancient times, refers to a technique in which a
mold is made around a wax model. The mold is then fired, and molten metal is poured into the mold as the wax is burned
out. The Italian method of casting allowed sculptors to draw upon the unique appeal of lost-wax casting in their work. The
process of casting is not just a technique, but a kind of ‘conversation with materials’ that is concerned with the idea and
design of the sculpture expression, as well as an essential factor that contributes to the creation of the multifaceted
possibilities of expression.

In this study, the author demonstrated a method of combining bronzes with different materials using the unique
features of the Italian method in which sculptors were engaged in the process from creating the original model through to
casting, rather than the traditional method that combines bronzes with different materials such as stone and wood after
casting. In particular, a combination with wood creates a sculpture that impressively reflects the phenomenological
transformation of bronze cast into a solid shape while burning wood. The study demonstrated the possibilities of the Italian
method by illustrating the phenomenological transformation of different metals and making a figurative intention that
reflected the process used.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



