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A Case Study of Everyday Teachers’ Approaches toward
Periods for Integrated Studies:

Focusing on the Awareness of Teachers Working in an Elementary School that Organizes
and Implements a Curriculum Centered on Periods for Integrated Studies

Osamu SOMA* - Chizuko MATSUT**

ABSTRACT

This study used a modified version of the Grounded Theory Approach to clarify specifically what kind of instruction is
performed during both periods for integrated studies and in school overall by teachers working at an elementary school that
organizes and implements a curriculum centered on periods for integrated studies. This case study discussed how instruction
is conducted within such a curriculum. The results showed that the core categories forming the central consciousness of
teachers were “a view of children as capable learners” and “a view of instruction that attempts to emphasize and draw out
thoughts and wishes.” The categories of things influenced by these were “the image of the child that integrated study aims
for” and “the capacities and abilities to function in society.” From this, we understood what was being taught both consciously
and subconsciously in the curriculum overall. Thus, we consider a curriculum centered on periods for integrated studies to
be not only a qualitative enhancement of the periods for integrated studies, but also effective in creating awareness among
teachers who are trying to cultivate versatile abilities in children.
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