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A Historical of Education for Underachieving Students in the Nagano
Prefectural Matsumoto Jinjo Higher Elementary School from 1910 to 1912

Shinobu NAKAJIMA - Yasushi KAWAT*

ABSTRACT

In this study, we investigated the actual state of educational practice in the class for underperforming students from
Matsumoto elementary schools held at the Matsumoto combined ordinary and higher elementary school (now the city of
Matsumoto's Kaichi Elementary School) in the school years 1910-1911, by analyzing the “Study Report on Students in the
Class for Underperforming Students” prepared by Kiyonaga Tanaka, who taught the class in 1910, and the “Teacher’s
Opinion on the Class for Underperforming Students” prepared by Kan'ichi Nishimura, who taught the class in 1911. In
doing so, we considered how the teaching of underperforming students was thought of at the time, focusing on: 1. the state
of the underperforming students and the thinking of the teacher who taught the class in 1910, and 2. the views of the
teacher who taught the class in 1911 on that year’s class for underperforming students.

Our findings include: (1) that determination of underperformance was based on environmental factors such as the
student’s development in society and the home and the student’s past speech and behavior and current state, solely using
personal measures rather than objective standards; (2) that underperformance rarely involved congenital
underperformance, but instead the majority of students had been involved in problems in their homes or in society; (3) that
education of underperforming students was separated from that of ordinary classes, based on the belief that it would be
more effective to determine students’ abilities in their first year and then provide them with specialized education over a
four-year period from the second through the fifth year of the program; and, (4) that the abolition of the class for
underperforming students at the end of the 1911 school year was based on educational considerations by the instructors,
who intended to teach and graduate the sixth year, the final year of compulsory education, in ordinary classes instead of in
separate classes.

* Clinical Psychology, Health Care and Special Needs Education



