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Elementary school children’s emotional changes raising pigs
to slaughter
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ABSTRACT

The Fundamental Act of Education and national curriculum guidelines mandate cultivation of zest for living and
education of respect for life. In response, some schools teach children to raise animals, ship them to slaughter, and eat them;
yet no one has studied its emotional impact. We analyzed children’s essays and interviewed their teachers to identify issues
arising in their pig raising activities. Their essays gradually evolved from impersonal to more personal, and from mundane
to global concerns. While they learned many things through raising pigs for butchering, the theme of anxiety pervaded
their essays, indicating a need for emotional care. Their teachers not only enjoyed a sense of fulfilment but also felt serious
psychological as well as scheduling pressures, suggesting a need for support involving the entire school, parents, and wider
community.
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