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Dynamics Marks of Brass Instruments in the Symphonies of J. Brahms

Masanori HASEGAWA*

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the dynamics marks indicated for brass instruments in the four symphonies by J.Brahms. The
differences from either the woodwind or string instruments were positioned as parts that are defined with special dynamics
marks for brass instruments, and how they appeared in the said symphonies was researched.

We obtained the following results. Firstly, the parts that are defined with special dynamics marks for brass instruments
were visible in all the symphonies. In addition, such parts tended to decrease with the progress of time. Even though
markings with “f” for brass (and timpani) and “ff” in others were seen frequently, there were also differences in the
instruments among the brass section, as well as in places that were marked with symbols that represent the changes of
intensity in order to indicate the differences.

For the parts such as those that Brahms requested special attention, it may be possible for a performer to reflect this
intent in his musical expressions by performing them with the above in mind.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



