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Rethinking the Concept of ‘Culture’ for Subject Knowledge

Construction for Social Studies:

Note on the study by M. Fulkova, T. Tipton and M. Ishikawa: ‘Through the eyes
of a stray dog: encounters with the Other’

Toshiyuki SHIMOSATO" - Josef GOHORI™

ABSTRACT

This paper analyses the significance of the new type of practices of cross-cultural education through visual culture,
results of which were explored in the article, “Through the eyes of a stray dog: encounters with the Other’, by M. Fulkova, T.
Tipton and M. Ishikawa, which was published in the International Journal of Education through Art 5. 2 + 3 in 2009. The
intention of this paper’s analysis is to reconstruct the key concept of ‘culture’ from the perspective of subject knowledge
construction for teacher education for social studies. It was revealed that in general, ‘culture’, as objects and contents of
cross-cultural understanding and subject knowledge for social studies is fundamentally constructed as an area of interaction
between the ‘self” and the ‘others.” This means not only the ‘others’ perceived through the visual representations but also
the ‘other persons’ who are sharing the same visual representations at the same time and space with the ‘self’. ‘Others’ also
includes the ‘Other’, which is placed in the symbolic space of the subjective imagination of the individual ‘self’. Thus,
through people’s exchanges and dialogues with each other about the same presentations of the ‘others’, the ‘self” with the
‘others’ is able to activate reflection about not only the established identity of oneself but also the understanding of other
people’s discourses. Therefore, the study on subject knowledge construction should recognize ‘culture’ not as being a fixed
substantive domain, but as being constructed by seeing the ‘others’ and speaking with them. This type of interpretation of
‘culture’ may suggest that the subject knowledge of the course as a ‘cultural’ one should be constructed by the dialogical
relationship of learners who act as nomadic searchers for the enjoyment of life on an ontological basis. The Japanese
translation of the article, noted here, has been placed towards the end of this paper, as it is a necessary material for it.
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