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What kind of song is Nagauta?

—A comparative analysis of recordings of “Kanjincho,” a Nagauta piece:
Phenomenology of KeikoIl—

Kyo TAMAMURA*

ABSTRACT

This study investigates the traditional Japanese philosophy of music by analyzing Nagauta performances. By examining
some Nagauta recordings, it is revealed that the concept of “melody” is peculiar in Nagauta. A melody in a certain piece, for
instance, is recited differently according to artists; although the overall outline (gestalt) is common, the ways in which the
details are executed -pitch changing, minute rhythm, choice of extra notes, and ornamentations- are highly diverse.
Therefore, we can say Nagauta is flexible to a large degree with regard to its melodic structure.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



