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School-based curriculum development in Hong Kong

Educational Reforms :
Focusing on the contents of General Studies subject

Yuki NOZAWA™

ABSTRACT

Hong Kong students have been in the top three for all three subjects in PISA (Programme International Student
Assessment) organized by the OECD (Organization of Economic and Cultural Development) .

This research explored the various reasons for the success of Hong Kong educational systems. It focused on current
curriculum reform, in particular school-based curriculum development and its policies, support measures of the Education
Bureau, and curriculum contents. The focus of the analysis was the General Studies subject in primary schools, its
learning contents, aims, and its role within the whole school curriculum, The aim was to clearly understand school-based
curriculum development in Hong Kong.

The current school curriculum in Hong Kong has eight domains of learning experiences. The subject General Studies
has three integrated domains, that form a new subject. The three domains are science, technology, and personal and
social education. School-based approaches to developing a curriculum take place in all subjects, horizontally and vertically.
This approach covers all individual subjects as well as learning experiences that integrate subject learning. Hong Kong
schools not only develop subjects but also engage in the professional development of teachers, developing new contents,
new educational methods, and a new school-based professional culture within schools. All these measures contribute to
developing learning and professional cultures holistically in schools in Hong Kong.

* School Education



