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A comparison of the textbooks on Japanese linguistics used in
teachers colleges and the textbooks on Japanese language

used in elementary schools
—focusing on the minimum requirements of elementary school teachers —

Hiroyuki SHIRAIWA*

ABSTRACT

Japanese linguistics extensively and systematically covers countless topics related to Japanese language. However, in
the elementary school classrooms of Japan, only some of these topics are discussed. In this study, I compare the textbooks
on Japanese linguistics used in teachers colleges and textbooks on Japanese used in elementary schools. In-depth
understanding of Japanese linguistics can greatly benefit Japanese education. Nevertheless, if “minimum requirements” are
defined based on the contents of elementary school textbooks, a general understanding of phonetics, phonology, and
grammar is not required for schoolteachers. On the other hand, the following topics are considered important:

(1) A general understanding of the writing system and lexicology

(2) The vowels, consonants, and unique mora of the Japanese language

(3) The parts of speech and structure of a sentence (comprising subject, predicate, and modifier)

(4) Honorific expressions, some topics of sociolinguistics, conjunctions, and word games

* Humanities and Social Studies Education



