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How do we teach Noh in school?
A case study of a junior high school music class studying “Hagoromo”

Kyo TAMAMURA* - Michie OGINO™**

ABSTRACT

This paper is a part of our research investigating how we teach Japanese traditional culture in school classes. We
planned a class studying Noh drama, one of the Japanese classical performing arts, to discover effective means to make
students somewhat familiar with traditional ways of thinking. After taking some lectures and lessons, some points were
made clear. First, it is good for students not only to see live performances but also to perform themselves. Second, it is
also good for them to touch several instruments at a time and, if possible, to perform together in ensemble. Moreover, by
picking up two or three scenes from a piece, rather than concentrating on one particular scene, or than taking examples
from another genre, we can study a variety of ways of expression that Noh drama has. Through these means, students can
appreciate deeply and learn much about Noh and its expression.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education ** Johoku Junior High School



