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The Influence of “New Education” in the 1920s and 1930s
and Mentalité in Teachers

Ttaru SUGAWARA*

ABSTRACT

This paper examines Mentalité in teachers. (For the moment I define. Mentalité in this paper as follows. Mentalité is
generated by social interaction, and inherited from generation to generation, are durable and transposable dispositions.). In
particular, I looked at how the influence of “New Education” in the 1920s and 1930s continued in later education. I focused
on “Miyagi Education” from the educational magazines of the Education Society of Miyagi Prefecture before the war because
the editorial board of “Miyagi Education” was actively expressing its opinions. In considering these, I found that it was
effective to focus on the remarks of Seijyu Nikaido, who was considered the leader of the educational community in the
prewar Miyagi prefecture. He refuted the criticism of “New Education” with the idea of “New Indoctrination” in the 1930s.
He also insisted on the importance of “New Education” under the Teacher Policies and Educational Reform of the Wartime
Regime. In the elementary school in which he is the principal, the idea of “New Education” influenced the teachers. One of
these teachers used lesson plans based on “New Education concepts” in elementary school (kokumin gakkow) in 1944. In
addition, this teacher, became a leader of the educational community in Miyagi prefecture and later published books on
“Cooperative Learning” after the war.

* School Education



