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Citizenship Education that Deepens Students’ Thinking:
Gaming Simulation that Develops Various Perspectives on Citizenship

Kazuyoshi NAKADAIRA® - Yuuta NOZAKI**

ABSTRACT

This article paper examined and implemented citizenship education on voting rights for 18-year-olds from the
perspective of social studies education. Many mock elections have been conducted as citizenship education, with materials
created by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications and Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT). The usefulness and challenges of these activities have been noted, along with the need to expand
students’ understanding of politics. Based on a discussion of two constitutional scholars, I created a model of citizenship
with a dynamic structure reflecting how citizenship is involved in politics. To make the educational content easier for
students to understand, we adopted a structure of law-related education. To expand their thinking about politics, we
designed a gaming simulation. A paradox is intentionally created between individual policy choice and election results.
Disparities in vote values were also added. Students understood the importance and limitations of elections and thus were
pointed to other methods of political participation. From this practice, the students’ understanding of elections could be
expanded. However, it wasn't possible to consider the people who can't possess a suffrage.
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