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Continuation and Variation in a Child’s Play: An Observation
of a 4-Year-Old Child in Kindergarten

Chinatsu YOSHIZAWA* - Chiaki SUGIHARA™*

ABSTRACT

A second-year kindergarten child was observed for a week while she played. Continuation and variation in her play
were analyzed in terms of a classification of mental function and the child’s interests. Attention was paid to who initiated
play. Our findings were as follows:

1. The child spent the most time in fictive play. Multiple-layered play such as a constructive play was also observed in the
middle of fictive play.

2. She engaged in constructive play most frequently, and variations of her interest during her constructive play were
observed more than during other kinds of play.

3. She proposed play frequently, while her kindergarten teacher rarely did.

4. The duration of play had no correlation with who initiated it.

* Natural and Living Science ** Ryusakuba Nursery School



