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Where is “Quartier Latin” in Tokyo ?
Comparing “Centers of Learning” in Centralized States in Japan and France

Atsumi OMAE*

ABSTRACT

In this paper, we attempted to retrace the historical process of initiating “centers of learning” in Tokyo, Japan through a
comparison of process in Paris, France by asking “Where is ‘Quartier Latin’ in Tokyo ?”.

Kanda River was excavated during the Edo period by dividing the north bank, in which Kanda Myojin shrine and
Yushima Confucian temple were relocated, and the south Surugadai area of Bukeyashiki (samurai residence). After the
deadlock of creating Daigakko Academy in Yushima following the Meiji Restoration, the School of Occidental Studies and
Languages became the origin of Tokyo University in Hitotsubashi, south Kanda. The School of Medical Studies in east
Kanda had transferred to Hongo district; thereafter, the others faculties redirected their concentrated to Hongo campus in
order to create Imperial University. At the same time, the Yushima area was also incorporated into Hongo from the Kanda
ward. We can see the shift of “centers of learning” from Yushima, Kanda to Hongo in Tokyo, but Higher Professional
Schools and Private Universities were often located in wider dispersed areas, resulting in a friendly rivalry between each
other. This paper argues that “Quartier Latin” in Tokyo is a consequence of acquisition with the academic drift adapting to
new social conditions, in contrast to its counterpart in Paris which remained on the left bank of the Seine for many centuries.

* School Education



