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A Study of the features of School-Based Curriculum

Development in Hong Kong primary schools:
Focusing on functions of curriculum coordinators

Yuki NOZAWA*

ABSTRACT

This paper outlines School-Based Curriculum Development (SBCD) in Hong Kong from a policy perspective as well as
from an organizational approach. To deepen our understanding of SBCD, in particular, how it is implemented and developed,
I have chosen to focus on curriculum coordinators, and their functions and responsibilities. Curriculum reforms in Hong
Kong are not done so transparently, and policies undocumented on paper. The model of implementation as I have observed
through interviews and documentary analysis is a deep approach. The innovations are strong in curriculum contents,
methods and materials. The innovations also affect the school and teacher cultures. This observation can be seen as one of
the many successes of curriculum reforms in Hong Kong. One research area for future is how curriculum coordinators plan,
review, design and assess curriculum innovations for curriculum improvements.

First, the Education Bureau in Hong Kong has used SBCD as a policy to transform the changes of the educational goals
from achievements towards understanding and acquisition of learning skills. Second, to support SBCD initiatives, the Hong
Kong government has invested substantially to establish special funding sources for schools. Third, this paper will give
detailed descriptions about the functions and responsibilities of curriculum coordinators.

* School Education



