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A Historical Study of Blind and Deaf Education
in Nagano Prefecture during the Meiji Period (2)

-A Summary of Terusaburo Kobayashi's “Public Educational Institutions
for the Blind and Deaf”

Shinobu NAKAJIMA and Yasushi KAWAT*

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the thought processes behind educational institutions for the blind and deaf in Nagano prefecture,
focusing on 1. the importance of public special schools for the blind and deaf, and 2. the content of these special schools, as
based on Terusaburo Kobayashi's “Public Educational Institutions for the Blind and Deaf” which was published in the
education journal, Shinano Kyoiku. Consequently, the following points have become apparent. (1) The majority of Japan's
educational institutions for the blind and deaf were originally established by charities. (2) The fact that education for the
blind and deaf is left to charitable enterprises and that public institutions have not been established is a huge inconsistency
for a state with a compulsory education system. (3) Nagano prefecture has the Nagano Blind School, but as with the rest of
the country, this was established by a charitable enterprise. (4) The Nagano Blind School is struggling as the only such
school for children in the entire prefecture, and a public institution is required. (5) A prefectural public institution is
advisable in Nagano prefecture. (6) There should be separate, independent schools for the blind and for the speech-
impaired, due to differences in education content etc. (7) Speech impairment is deafness that occurs from an inability to
speak due to difficulty with speech input, but speech is possible with practice. (8) In terms of school name, “school for the
deaf” is more appropriate than “school for the speech-impaired” due to the characteristics of speech-impairment. (9)
Establishing a dormitory would lessen the economic burden on the students’ parents/guardians.

* Clinical Psychology, Health Care and Special Needs Education



