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Preliminary Investigation on Jiritsu Katsudo at Special Needs
Education Schools for Children with Intellectual Disabilities

Kazuko FUJII* - Sachiko KUBOTA** - Shunsuke HOSAKA™* - Yasushi SANO**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the idea of jiritsu katsudo of the students with intellectual disabilities that
has shown to teachers so far and the idea of jiritsu katsudo that present teachers have. In study 1, the main point about the
idea of jiritsu katsudo in curriculum guidelines for special needs education school and in the commentary to the curriculum
guidelines summarized. In special needs education school for children with intellectual disabilities, instruction of yogo-kunren
(iritsu katsudo)was started without the common understanding about the idea of jiritsu katsudo. In processes of revision of
curriculum guidelines for special needs education school, it was demanded that teachers understood about interrelation
between subjects and yogo-kunren (jiritsu katsudo). In study 2, semi-structured interviews were conducted with four
special needs education school teachers who belong to the committee of jiritsu katsudo regarding teachers awareness on the
idea of jiritsu katsudo. The analysis the study extracted ten concepts. It was considered that understanding of teachers
about interrelation between subjects and jiritsu katsudo is not enough and teachers did not have confidence for
understanding about jiritsu katsudo. It will be necessary to develop the programs of in-service teacher training of jiritsu
katsudo.
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