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Implicit Attitude Toward Suicide:

Comparison of Death from Disease or Accident as Measured by the IAT.

Keisuke SHIRAGA™ - Daisuke KAWASHIMA ** - Shizuka KAWAMOTO*** - Kenji KAWANO****

ABSTRACT

To promote suicide prevention, it is necessary to investigate people’s perception of suicide. However, it is difficult to
obtain honest responses from respondents about delicate issues such as suicide. Therefore, it is necessary to use an
appropriate measurement method to collect reliable data on people’s implicit understanding of death and suicide. In this
study, 44 participants completed the implicit association test (IAT) for measuring implicit suicide attitude and the self-
report questionnaire for measuring explicit suicide attitude. Consequently, in the evaluation of the explicit questionnaire
survey, 69.8% of the participants reported “bad” images against suicide. Conversely, participants ranging from 18.6% to
60.5% evaluated suicide as being “good” in the evaluation of IAT for each condition. Moreover, in the implicit evaluation,
there were participants who evaluated differently between the “good” evaluation of the general meaning and the “good”
evaluation focusing on the aesthetic aspect.
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