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Teaching strategies based on ‘realistic context’ and ‘unified context’

in music departments
: From the practice of creating “starry sky music” (elementary school grade 1) with real feeling

Yaji OZAKI® - Eri KUBOTA*™ - Akiko NAITO**

ABSTRACT

This paper is a study to obtain suggestions of teaching strategies for improving classes from the viewpoint of “three
pillars” in the music department with a view to implementing the teaching guidelines for new primary schools. The authors
regarded the context of life that the students can realize the significance of learning as ‘realistic context’. We planned
classes of “music making” which set “unified context” for elementary school first graders so that the context leads to
learning activity. Specifically, we set up an opportunity for students to observe the real starry sky with their families, and
that opportunity gave motivation for music making “image” with a real feeling to the children. The children drew an image
of the starry sky in the illustration at the time of drawing department, and expressed it as a mimetic word. And each child
choosed one instrument that seemed to be close to the impression of that mimetic word, searched for the tone, and thought
of combining with the members of the group, they made music.

As a result of the class, there were 5 groups in 6 groups that made effective use of the process of motif making for
music making. Therefore, it was effective as a teaching strategy. The other group got stuck at a collection of opinions and
they could not reach the performance activities, so it became difficult for them to establish their own learning in the music
department. In addition, it has been clarify that teachers should also teach students how to summarize their opinions in
order to establish learning activities in the music department.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education ** Nakago Elementary School, Joetsu



