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Is “Tabidachi no Hi ni” a Masterpiece?

Kyo TAMAMURA® - Tamaki CHO**

ABSTRACT

In this study, we analyzed “Tabidachi no Hi ni,” a well-known chorus piece, and examined whether this piece is truly a
fine work. To evaluate a musical work, it is crucial to delve into the details so that not only its style structure but also its
so-called idiosyncratic structure is explicated. From this perspective, we carried out critical analysis rather than style
analysis and tried to prove the essence of the expression of this piece. The results are as follows. The lyrics and the music
of “Tabidachi no Hi ni” are constructed well and organized carefully and thoroughly; the words and phrases are deliberately
chosen and arranged so as to handle the sense of time and space of singers and listeners; and the melodies are lyrical and
mellow enough to attract affection. However, techniques and sophistication are not overly emphasized. We may well say
that it is reasonable that “Tabidachi no Hi ni” is assessed positively.
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