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Educational Effect of Experiential Activities of Raising, Shipping,
and Eating Livestock:

Changes in Children's Longitudinal Awareness for Integrated Studies

Fukiko YOSHIZAKI® - Chizuko MATSUT**

ABSTRACT

According to changes in children’s longitudinal awareness for integrated studies, this case study explored the educational
effect of the experiential activities of raising, shipping, and eating livestock. According to Yamazaki et al’s categories of
sense of life, the first study analyzes- compositions written before and after livestock shipment. Using the same categories,
the second study analyzes compositions written about one year after shipping, to investigate any change in the children’s
awareness. Children who agreed with shipping tended to make a variety of senses of life while talking over and
over. Children who opposed shipping tended to be particular about “the value” of livestock’s life before and after shipment.
But these children tended to make a variety of senses of life about one year after shipping. In the third study, the content of
interviews about one year after shipping, with children who opposed it, were analyzed with the “modified grounded theory
approach.” Results formed five categories, (1), “Because Rainy is our pig, I want to take responsibility for its life”; (2),
“questions about our periods for integrated studies”; (3). “to forget the purpose and to have a good time with Rainy”; (4), “to
sustain the life of Rainy with my life”; and (5), “Rainy is not food.” By reflecting on the shipping, children made their sense
of life more selfish, and they continued to think about their lifestyle long after the activity.
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