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Historical study of “feeble-minded” children and

a special curriculum in Nagano Prefecture:
“Feeble-minded” children and crime from 1887-1907

Shinobu NAKAJIMA - Yasushi KAWAT*

ABSTRACT

Based on the two monographs “On the Criminal and Primary Education” by Yozaburo Kobayashi and “A Study of
Mental Deficiency Among Inmates” by Keitaro Fujimoto, this study examined the relationship between “feeble-minded”
children and crime and the role of education in Nagano Prefecture from 1887-1907. This work focused on (1) the
relationship between criminals and elementary school education and (2) criminals who were “mentally deficient.” Results
revealed the following: (1) Crime occurred as a result of immorality. (2) Moral fiber must be instilled through instruction
as part of elementary school education (primarily in the form of an ethics course). (3) An ethics course ideally consists of
coherent lessons, character building, and discipline as part of elementary school education. (4) Immoral persons need a
special curriculum. (5) Criminals could be divided into healthy persons, persons with pathological tendencies, persons with
communicable diseases, and the mentally impaired. (6) The mentally impaired included the deranged (insane), who may
have commited a crime without being consciously aware of their actions due to their mental illness, and the “pathologically
mentally deficient” who may have inadvertently engaged in pathological criminal activity. (7) About 5% of criminals were
deemed mentally deficient. (8) A “mental deficiency” may be slight (so the affected person was similar to healthy people),
moderate, or severe (so the affected person was similar to the deranged). (9) Most criminals were moderately or severely
“mentally deficient.” (10) To decrease the number of “mentally deficient” persons and thus prevent crime, physical nutrition
needs to be improved, exercise is required to curb an ill-disciplined and unhealthy lifestyle, and hygiene needs to be
maintained by bathing.

* Clinical Psychology, Health Care and Special Needs Education



