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Modern Significance of Sculptural Representation in Italian
Lost-wax Casting: The Tradition of Bronze Sculpture
Inherited by Marino Marini and Today’s Techniques

Daisuke MATSUO*

ABSTRACT

As a part of a government-aided scientific research project titled as above, this paper reports on a study conducted by
the author as a co-researcher. Italian lost-wax casting, which originated during the Renaissance, exercised significant
influence on Japanese sculpture from the 1950s to the 1980s. However, due to an economic slump and technological
advances, coupled with lack of successors, traditional foundries today are facing closures, resulting in the failure to pass
techniques of casting bronze sculptures as a means of representation to future generations. This paper examines
representations by Marino Marini, an important Italian bronze sculptor of the 1900s, and focuses on the significance of
traditions dating to the Renaissance and today's reproductive technology. Additionally, it highlights the significance of
Italian lost-wax casting in future sculptural representations. Marini inherited from the Renaissance sculptor Donatello the
attitude toward bronze sculpture of considering casting and conversion of materials as a process of transformation, not
simply as a technique of reproducing the original form. The process of casting Marini used, directly reflecting the
relationship between the material and the physical senses-such as chipping bronze-not only brought out the material's
inherent characteristics, but also gave the artist new ideas and opened new vistas or “new vocabulary” for representation.
This relation between the material and the physical senses also stands for the sensibility required of us to empathize with
various representations that will appear in the future. In this sense, Marini's bronze sculptures have developed new methods
of representation through Italian lost-wax casting that, by their very nature, cultivate this sensibility.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



