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The Influence of English Picture Book Storytelling for
Alphabet Learning Among Fifth Grade Children

— Focusing on Student Motivation

Toshihiko UCHIYAMA™ - Fujishige SOMEYA™**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of children’s motivation by teaching alphabet and English words
to fifth grade children using an English picture book. The research also sought to consider how well the alphabet and
English words are taught in English class. Participants in this study were 27 fifth grade elementary school students. Reading
time took place 11 times in the morning, and the Homeroom teacher (HRT) projected an English picture book on the
electronic blackboard and read it. Using worksheets, the students then worked on transcribing the alphabet and English
words.

An analysis of results revealed that the children's motivation to write increased significantly. A significant difference
was also found in the comparison between pre- and post-tests regarding small and capital letters. Students also exhibited a
significant increase in the number of English words they recognized.

In conclusion, it is clear that teaching practice with picture book materials has a significant effect on improving
children’s motivation to write and to establish their knowledge of the alphabet and English words. In the future, when we
teach English as a subject, we hope this practice will be helpful.

* Saizu Elementary School in Nagaoka ** Humanities and Social Studies Education



