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Development of Kanji teaching methods consider the

developmental stages of Chinese-speaking children
: Utilizing correspondence between Japanese and Chinese kanji

Shengnan ZHOU™ - Satoshi KAMADA**

ABSTRACT

The number of foreign children living in Japan has increased in recent years , against a backdrop of foreign settlement
and family migration. There is an urgent need to improve Japanese language instruction and subject learning support for
foreign children. Because most Japanese vocabulary is in the form of kanji, the ability to read and write kanji is an
important foundation for learning all subjects in school curriculum.

This study sought to develop kanji teaching materials for Chinese-speaking children, taking the developmental stages of
the children into consideration, and utilizing the correspondence between Japanese and Chinese kanji. First, in order to
provide Kanji learning support tailored to developmental stages of the children, the content and goals of the Chinese
leadership was analyzed relative to elementary and junior high schools in Japan and China. Next, previous research on
correspondence between Japanese and Chinese kanji was considered. Finally, based on the results and issues raised in
previous research, I developed kanji teaching materials aimed at mutual development of both Japanese and Chinese
languages, considering the developmental stage of Chinese children.
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