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The Influence of the “Shinshu-type Authorization System of
Early Childhood Education and Care in Nature” on the
Awareness and Behavior of Nursery School Teachers

Miwa YAMAGUCHI* - Machiko TERA™*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to establish the influence of the “Shinshu-type Authorization System of Early Childhood
Education and Care in Nature” on the awareness and behavior of nursery school teachers. A survey was conducted with 158
nursery school teachers working in 13 public nursery schools in A City in Nagano Prefecture. Following accreditation by
“Shinshu-type Authorization System of Early Childhood Education and Care in Nature” the frequency of activities utilizing
nature was higher than before accreditation. Accreditation increases the willingness and confidence of nursery school
teachers to organize activities that utilize nature. Approximately 90% of nursery school teachers would like to participate
in workshops to acquire knowledge of activities that utilize nature. The creation of an environment that makes it easy for
nursery school teachers to participate in such training is essential.

* School Education ** Ishido-Kirari Child Care Center, Oyabe City



