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A Historical Study of Poor-performing Students

and Special Education in Nagano Prefecture (2):
The Causes of Children’s Misbehavior and Education, 1897-1906

Shinobu NAKAJIMA™* and Yasushi KAWAT**

ABSTRACT

In order to seek out the ways in which education and guidance for misbehaving children were conceptualized during the
first half of the decade 1897-1906, this study considered two papers by Nakano, “Educating juvenile delinquents” and “A
study of disciplining delinquent children,” both of which focus on education and guidance methods for misbehaving children.
Nakano identified children’s living conditions as the main cause of misbehavior. The specific findings of these papers are (1)
Among types of misbehavior, violent acts were considered a type of idiocy; (2) Misbehavior was characterized by
“precocity,” in which children aged 12-15 years engaged in acts such as sexual crimes and fraud, and “immaturity,” in which
those with mental disabilities or severe mental retardation engaged in misbehavior; (3) Psychological conditions were
categorized as oversensitivity, normal sensitivity, and insensitivity, and it was considered especially difficult to provide
guidance to those suffering from insensitivity; (4) Guardians interacted with children in incorrect ways; (5) Children were
led to misbehave unconsciously in cases where family situations or relationships with friends were poor; (6) Education
involving physical or emotional pain led to dishonest speech and behavior, or to selfish and cruel acts; (7) In households
experiencing severe poverty, children tended to develop personalities in which they thought of themselves as inferior to
others; (8) Children who misbehaved despite positive environmental factors, such as supportive parents or the wider world,
were considered chance occurrences; (9) A specialized facility was needed to provide a suitable environment and guidance
for children with these properties. For this reason, it was recommended that Nagano Prefecture quickly establish a reform
school.

* independent ** Clinical Psychology, Health and Special Needs Education



