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The study on the handling of SDGs in social studies
textbooks for junior high schools
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ABSTRACT

In this study, we investigated the writings on SDGs (UN Sustainable Development Goals) using sample textbooks of
social studies for junior high schools that have been used since the 3rd year of Reiwa, and considered the results. The authors
believe that the SDGs should be dealt with in future school education, especially social studies education, and consider the
relationship between the curriculum guidelines and the SDGs and the ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) of
social studies education practice. After organizing the previous studies, we investigated the writings on SDGs in the
textbooks adopted in the next year. As a result, the following was revealed. In the geographical field, the SDGs were
introduced as a viewpoint to consider global issues in the unit “various regions of the world”. In the historical field, in the
learning section after the final chapter, questions were set up to think about the issues of modern society based on the SDGs,
and how to develop a sustainable future. In the civilian field, the question was asked about how to create a sustainable
society as a culmination of social studies learning in junior high school throughout the field. In this way, it was found that
the SDGs are treated as one of the ways of thinking, and social issues are grasped by utilizing the SDGs to think of solutions
for creating a sustainable society. On the other hand, we pointed out the following two issues. The first point is that
students may not be able to learn independently unless the students recognize the significance and origin of the SDGs. The
second point is to clarify the relationship with related social studies education practices such as citizenship education and
social participation.
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