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Lexical Network Structures Characteristic of Japanese
Native Speakers’ and Learners’ Sentences

Ayaki KUJIRAT*

ABSTRACT

In this study, the sentences of native Japanese speakers were contrasted with those of learners, and the characteristics
of Japanese sentences analyzed in the contrast were discussed. The lexical features of the sentences were exploratively
analyzed by organizing the lexical networks based on co-occurrence within the same sentence. The results of the analysis
revealed the following.

Native speakers’ sentences tended to use independent vocabulary for each task. In addition, native speakers conceive
of sentence formation with an emphasis on the strong association of central words. Furthermore, native speakers may
consider their place in the larger whole sentence rather than local cohesion in their sentence formation.

Learners’ sentences tended to use a small number of common lexical cohesion for each of the multiple tasks. Learners
also prioritize the formation of singular networks from one word to another and form content linkages by linking a specific
and few words to another. In addition, learners may be more focused on building local cohesion in their sentences than
native speakers.
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