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The Ethnography Approach of a Class Teacher
to Create a Place for Children

Hana SAKAT* - Norihisa SAKAKIBARA**

ABSTRACT

In school education, the importance of children’s “place of mind” is increasing. We defined “place of mind” as a place
“where we can be self-accepted and affirmed, and where we can be ourselves and feel at ease.”

The purpose of this study was to clarify the daily actions and intentions of homeroom teachers to create a place for
children in the classroom through continuous observation. Data were collected from ethnography and interviews.
Afterward, the words and actions of Teacher A were classified through the action analysis of the teacher in charge. As a
result, the encouragement of Teacher A created an atmosphere of cooperation in class where the children confidently
complimented and encouraged one another. In addition, it was clarified that Teacher A’s overall approach was mostly in
the “Instruction/judgment/permission” category and that their approach to the individual was under “acceptance/baldness.”
Teacher A encouraged everyone to live comfortably and made them aware that there are adults who recognize their true
self. Indeed, Teacher A worked to impart a sense of security to the children.

* Joetsu University of Education (College of Education) ** School Education



