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A case study of a debate to improve rebuttal skills
against incomplete demonstrations

Takumi NISHIMURA™ - Fumihiro KATAGIRI** - Takayuki OSHIMA**

ABSTRACT

In discussing issues with others, it is essential to examine their opinions critically and to refute views if necessary. It
has been confirmed, however, that those who have never experienced a debate cannot refute their opponents’ demonstration
models; instead, they offer counterarguments on the topic. This study investigated whether 12% graders could point out the
insufficiencies of their opponents’ argumentations using ‘rebuttal cards” that displayed the patterns of refutation. The test
scores devised to evaluate the rebuttal skills of the examinees based on the five labels depicted on the rebuttal cards
improved. The results imply that debating beginners can argue the deficiency of reasoning, especially the lack of a
warrant. Despite this outcome, the conversations during the debates and the answers to the questionnaire revealed that
students do not necessarily examine the accuracy of arguments, nor do they rebut using adequate labels. In conclusion, the
study found limited effects of this debate practice.
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