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A survey on the necessity and implementation of education
to understand disability

Maika SANO* - Maki SEKIHARA™*

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the necessity and implementation status of education about disability for elementary and junior
high school teachers in City A. It also aimed to obtain the knowledge necessary to enhance education to raise awareness
about disability.

Survey 1 probed the type of school, years of teaching experience, special needs school, special needs class, presence or
absence of experience in charge of resource room, necessity of disability understanding education, and presence or absence
of implementation experience of disability understanding education. Almost all the surveyed teachers affirmed the need for
disability education and offered rationales that mentioned terms such as “for the formation of a symbiotic society,” “human
rights education,” “promotion of self-understanding of the individual,” and “improvement of teachers.” It was further clarified
that the teachers charged with special support education were significantly more likely to practice disability education in
regular classes than teachers who were not placed in such positions.

Survey 2 queried teachers who had conducted disability education and investigated the contents of the implementations
they considered successful and why they were so deemed. Most of the handled disabilities were developmental, and we
often collaborated with special education coordinators, grade departments, managers, and other school officials and parents
rather than their teachers having to practice them individually. We examined the promotion of disability education based
on these results.

* Sudo Elementary School, Fuji City ** School Education



