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REL 7200 WRFOHENEH SN TWEY, 7Ty F N, 7 AHEFIL, TA¥ (persona) XMW 747V T 1
T4, HLRED N4 LMW - EEGEER, WE, 25, SHEE (critical thinking), AIEZ D720 OAT
B LOMEEZTELbERIZHY LIFAZ k2 Eh T 7O —F ) EERINDLY, ZLT, RASREEEDK
RROZE#HEL LD, WEOAAPWLEENDHMADOIFEE Z 2 LORHPIEHEINL, RROE#T T L7
BLICRERL T 5720121, RARHEZOEENIKRE V. EEY X, WEHE - REOHBICBITL2HEL - RELZD
EEEOEbL ) S, FELHIRMRRRPENEZEER, HILVIEA V7V —Y THBEEFICETLZ E&BHL T
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Childcare Workers’ Images of Children with Specific Family
Backgrounds

Keisuke SHIRAGA™ - Kazuka OKAMOTO™*

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the images of diverse family backgrounds constructed by childcare workers and examined the
relationship between image bias and prejudice. The survey encompassed impoverished families as well as family units that
were abusive, bereaved, included mentally ill parents, or hailed from international contexts. The semantic differential
method was used to measure the images expressed by participants in the questionnaire. The results revealed that all the
family backgrounds tended to be negatively perceived in relation to the image of the ideal family context. Poor families and
those with international backgrounds were generally perceived as free and carefree, while abusive families were believed to
be inconvenient and strict with rules. The cluster analysis of individual image differences confirmed the existence of groups
with images that differed from the overall trend and were associated with prejudicial attitudes. In addition, the study
discussed the challenges of fostering critical thinking and the necessity of considering the diversity of images harbored by
childcare workers in promoting childcare practices such as anti-bias education.
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