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Teachers Bridging the Gap Between School Institutionalization

and the Reality of Disaster Experience

. A focus on educational practices in areas affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake

Itaru SUGAWARA™

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to determine what makes earthquake education difficult and how to facilitate it,
particularly in the areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011. The findings show that among the areas that
suffered unprecedented damage by the Great East Japan Earthquake, each region faced its own unique challenges. People
experienced the earthquake, were “robbed of their homes” owing to the nuclear accidents, and were “not talking about” or
“being unable to talk about” those experiences. Furthermore, creating educational practices which truly deal with
earthquake experiences is difficult.

In these circumstances, creating an earthquake education program at the regional and local levels has incentives. The
participation and cooperation of actors in educational practices like reformed school and reformed curriculum will improve,
along with the establishment of seminars where actors learn from disaster victims. There has also been a movement to
prioritize child-centric and developmentally appropriate care that gives children space to voice these difficult feelings and
experiences as they grow older.

* School Education



