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The attitudes of skilled teachers toward curriculum

development in integrated studies:

A case study of teacher awareness through after—class reflections with skilled
teachers

Rina TAJIMA® - Chizuko MATSUI**

ABSTRACT

This case study concerned after-class reflections with skilled teachers working on curriculum development for
integrated studies. The modified grounded theory approach was applied for the analysis of the content of the reflections.
The study aimed to explore clues to facilitate the enrichment of integrated studies through the construction of the
awareness model of skilled teachers working on curriculum development and the depiction of their actual classes. The
analysis yielded five categories from the 13 concepts: ideas that teachers value, moving toward the core inquiry task,
supporting children’s learning, observing children, and conflicts teachers face. The examination of the awareness model
constructed based on the relationship between the categories revealed that skilled teachers created learning based on their
belief in learning along with children. This principle of mutual learning between children and teachers also exercised
substantial influence on the associations between teachers and external personnel. In addition, the teachers adapted the
curriculum by shifting between observing the children and moving toward the core subject of inquiry. Skilled teachers
returned to the ideas and beliefs they wanted children to cherish through a series of activities and the conflicts that arose
from them. It was inferred that the teachers engaged in curriculum development for integrated learning through trial and
error and repeated questioning.
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