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A study of Kawabata Yasunari's Kesyo (Make-up):

The relationship between Kao (Face) and Imoto-no-kimono (_Younger sister’s
kimono) simultaneously showcased by a magazin

Yuji ONO*

ABSTRACT

This paper contemplates Kawabata Yasunari's Kao (Face), Kesyo (Make-up), and Imoto-no-kimono (Younger sister’s
kimono), which were initially simultaneously published as a group by a magazine. It elucidates Kesyo to inculcate an
understanding of Kawabata's subject and to shed light on the historical significance of the three texts.

As is clarified, these three works are thought to represent the immense transformation of Kawabata's literature from
Jyvojyoka (lyric poem) to Kinjyu (birds and beasts) on a small but beautiful scale.

Kesyo placed between Kao and Imoto-no-kimono is revealed to explain the principle of the work of the author’s eyes
and the role they have.

It is important for works such as Kesyo to be written for Kawabata’s field of view and horizon to expand from the world
of traveling entertainers and dancers in Asakusa, such as Kao and Imoto-no-kimono.

* Humanities and Social Studies Education



