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Religion, family, and school as represented by the novel and film
Hoshi no Ko (Child of the Stars, Under the Stars)

. Considering the problem of “second-generation believers”
Hotaka TSUKADA*

ABSTRACT

This paper utilizes Natsuko Imamura’s novel Child of the Stars (Hoshi no Ko) (2017) and its film adaptation Under the
Stars (2020) as a case study to examine contemporary issues related to religion, family, and school, especially issues
pertaining to the so-called “second-generation believers (Shikyd Nisei, or Nisei Shinja).”

The “second-generation believers,” representing children who grew up under the influence of the teachings of their
parents and family members professing a particular faith or belief and their religious group, is gaining attention in
contemporary Japanese society. Many such individuals are beginning to speak out about their problems, suffering, and
existential difficulties through various media such as comics and books, as well as through social networking services.

The novel and film Hoshi no Ko centers on a young girl who grows up troubled as her parents are devoted to a so-
called “new religion.” I analyzed and discussed the three-way relationship between religion, family, and school, conscious
that such a work may contain many perspectives on the social issues of our times and thus attending specifically to the
differences between the novel and its film version.

The analysis initially revealed that this work sympathetically portrays the formation of faith in the second-generation
believers, as well as their confusion and anguish. Characteristically, this work always introduces the perspectives of others
outside the religious group and the family to depict hesitation and uncertainty about faith and belief. In particular, the space
of the school and the behaviors of teachers inject an external critical perspective, so it suggests the problems of how
students of faith can be handled in the school setting. The differences between the novel and the film also revealed that the
movie version sharpened the friction between the believing self and unbelieving others by altering settings and dialogs.

* Humanities and Social Studies Education



