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In-depth learning by rewriting the students’ schema of musical

Instruments

. A practice to create a rhythm ensemble collaboratively in elementary school
music classes

Y@ji OZAKI® - Naoko WATANABE™*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to clarify the effects of students’ in-depth learning by rewriting the students’ schema or
their “pre-existing knowledge” about “already learned” musical instruments through music performance as a group.

The percussion instruments such as tambourines, castanets, and triangles are perceived as basic by the upper
elementary students because they were “already learned.” As a consequence, the authors of this paper found it challenging
to elicit a positive attitude from students even with the instruments introduced as materials for the music production. As
such, videos were shown of a group of experts playing these instruments with the intention of changing the students’
mindset regarding these percussion instruments. This pedagogy method of observation through videos enhanced students’
group discussions on how to produce a rhythm ensemble, and therefore examining their reflection papers, it promoted the
students’ in-depth learning in terms of musical expression.
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