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Improving Elementary School Foreign Language Activities
and Foreign Language Classes: Foreign Language Teachers’
and Foreign Language Specialists’ Awareness

Hiromasa OHBA*

ABSTRACT

This paper reports the results of a survey of foreign language teachers’ and foreign language specialist teachers’
awareness of elementary school foreign language education through questionnaires, both quantitatively and qualitatively.
From 2020, the new Course of Study was implemented in earnest in elementary schools, and foreign language activities
began in the middle grades, along with the development of foreign language study as a subject in upper grades. Although
there was a transition period of 2 years, many voices of anxiety and confusion were heard at elementary school sites due to
unfamiliar foreign language instruction. Therefore, in City X, Niigata Prefecture, as a collaborative project by the Board of
Education, a foreign language instructor and a university teacher (the author) who specialize in English education visited
each elementary school together to improve the lessons and give advice. In May of the second year, foreign language
teachers and foreign language specialists (36 people in total) from each elementary school gathered for the training, and the
author gave a summary of the first year, issues, and future guidance directions. A questionnaire survey was conducted on
what kind of consciousness (self-evaluation), anxiety, and hopes the participants had for teaching foreign languages in
elementary school, and the anxiety peculiar to foreign language specialist teachers became clear.
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