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Using Deliberative Democracy and Freedom of Expression in
Social Studies Education

Kazuyoshi NAKADAIRA™ - Keisuke YAMADA** - Shoma YONEYAMA™**

ABSTRACT

This study was an empirical investigation of a lesson model developed for citizenship education that aims to develop
sovereign citizens in social studies education. In this paper, following previous work, we utilized knowledge of deliberative
democracy. Deliberative democracy implies that its practitioners can recognize the existence of social issues and their
contents, develop their own ideas about them, and allow others’ ideas so that they can pay attention to their existence as
well as themselves when they participated in society as sovereign citizens. This is not aimed at consensus building. In
addition, the social issue targeted in this paper is freedom of expression. Among the issues related to freedom of expression
are slander and libel, a current social issue that children may experience as victim or perpetrator. However, restricting
freedom of expression excessively deprives children of the opportunity to express their opinions in a healthy manner, which
may shake the very foundations of democracy. We found that children make judgments about social issues while looking for
scaffolding when they have opportunity to think about them.
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