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Why and How Does a Man Become a No/k Performer?

Kyo TAMAMURA*

ABSTRACT

In this study, we consider what means can be used to pass tradition to the next generation by investigating the life
history of a Nok performer who was born and grew up in an ordinary family and lived in a rural area of Japan. People in
this region enjoyed Nok not as a noble or aristocratic art but as a familiar, easily accessible activity. They appreciated Nok
not through theater going but by performing themselves. They gathered at community centers instead of concert halls,
taught each other how to sing, dance, and play instruments, although none of them had any teaching qualification. In this
environment, the performer acquired skills and knowledge that were necessary to become a professional Nok performer. It
may be asked whether teaching in such an atmosphere is effective for the tradition to develop. However, analysis shows
that there are skills and knowledge that can be transmitted in such an environment, through teaching methods that differ
from so-called systematic, reasonable ones adopted in the center. The performer acquired such skills and knowledge and
has contributed not only to the development of the rural cultural life but also to the development of No/ itself. Widening
the base is one effective way to preserve the tradition and to inherit it to the future.

* Music, Fine Arts and Physical Education



